76                 TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
As in the War Office so in the Embassy, I found the
corridors crowded with experts and persons with interests.
They came from Georgia and Azerbaijan, from Smyrna
and the Pontus, from Armenia and Palestine. They
brought with them their maps full of lies and they
expected the almighty Allies with a few chosen words
and a wave of the hand to decide their futures. As yet
the chill of the reaction that I had seen coming in London
had not reached Turkey. All waited on the Confer-
ence, and in Paris they were too busy with other problems
nearer home and as yet had no time.
The chance of sound reconstruction slid away on
the wings of time. Gradually the power of the Allies
weakened, as the armies contracted to the centre with
demobilization. One by one the garrisons were with-
drawn, and the new countries still half-fledged were
left to fend for themselves. Among themselves the
Allies quarrelled. Each fought on the terms of its
own national interests. For a minute they had thought
in terms of the World. The Conference at Paris be-
came heated with discord, and each decision made was
but a compromise between rival claims. The reaction
put out its cold hand, and the great dream of a new
world dissolved and the nations came back to the cold
light of facts.
But the problems of the Near East still remained
undecided, and one by one under the pressure of cir-
cumstance each new country in pain and grief worked
out its own salvation.
In Constantinople the Allied administration had
been formed on the supposition that it was an expedient